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OBEDIENCE TO GOD. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


Danret II. 17, 18: “If it be se,our God, whom 
we serve, isable to deliver us frem the burning 
fiery furnace ; and he shall deliver us out of thine 
hand, O king. Butif not, be it known unto thee, 
0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor wor- 
ship the golden image which thou hast set up.” 

All are acquainted with the circumstances re- 
corded in the chapter from which the text is se- 
lected. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had 
caused an immense image of geld to be erected 
in the plain of Dura. To the dedication of this 
image, he called together the princes, governors, 
_ captains, judges, treasurers, counsellors, sheriffs, 
and all the rulers of the vast province of Baby- 
lon. When assembled, he caused ‘a herald to 
ery aloud, to all the people, that at what time 
they should hear all kinds of music, they should 
fall down and worship the golden image, and in- 
formed them, that any one whe refused to com- 
ply should be cast intoa burning fiery furnace. 
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego, whe were 
Jews, refused to comply with the requirement, 
in consequence of which they were ordered be- 
fore the king and interrogated concerning the 
matter. The king assured them there was no 
escape; they must fall down and worship or 
they should at once be cast into the fiery fur- 
nace, and intimated their folly in trusting that 
their God could deliver them. They replied— 
that they were not careful to answer him in the 
matter; and closed in the language of our text, 
which is expressive of strong confidence in God, 
and a fixed purpose not to dishonor him by pay- 
AGL tee toanimage. The doctrine we would 
draw from this text, and which we shall attempt 
to illustrate and enforce is contained in the fol- 
lowing 

‘PROPOSITION, VIZ -— 


That it is our DUTY, SAFETY, and HAPPINESS to 
opey Gop at all times and under all circum- 


stances. 


We presume it will be readily admitted, that, | 


_ if there ever was a time, and if there ever were 
‘circumstances in which men would have been 


justified, in at all departing from strict obedience 
to God, that was the time, and those were the 
circumstances in which these men were placed. 
If, then, it was their duty, safety, and happiness, 
to obey God, in such a case, we may safely infer, 
that it isowrs,and the duty of all men, at alt 
tumes, and under wil circumstances. We shall 
call your attention, 


I. To rue CircumsTANCEs oF TugsE MEN. 
al 
Ii. Tae Grounps oF THEIR CoNFIDENCE AND 
TRUST in Gop. A 
Ill. Tue Conse@auences of THEIR FirmNEss. 


I. Tue CrrcumMstTaAnces or taess Men. 


Their circumstances were such as to render 
their situation peculiarly trying and difficult. 

1. They were filling high and important of- 
jices in the Province of Babylon. 

It is true, that this cireumstance, in itself con- 
sidered, is not of much importance; but when 
we take into the account that they were a paré 
of a nation who were now in bondage, in Baby- 
lon, and that their conduct must have an impor- 
tant bearing on their countrymen, the Jews, for 
good or evil, we see their situation becomes ex- 
ceedingly trying. If they were only to act for 
themselves, the mere fact of their high station 
would be unworthy of notice. 

Thus situated, what would be the natural lan- 
guage of 4 time-serving policy ? It would have 
said—“ You are not at liberty to set up your 
private views of duty, and act upon them, for 
you are public servants; and, if you refuse to 
bow down before the image you will not only 
lose your own lives, and thereby deprive your 
countrymen of the benefit of your services, in 
their bondage, but you will excite the govern- 
ment against the Jews, by raising a suspicion of 
their want of fidelity, which will bring down an 
overwhelming torrent of persecution upon them. 
You certainly ought to take this into the ac- 
count, and remember whatever you might do 
under other circumstances, you are now carefully 
to weigh the consequences: the consequences 
will be awful-—indescribably awful ; and to talk 
about not regarding the consequences, is the very 
height of fanaticism—-none but enthusiasts and 
mad-men would be guilty of such daring folly. 
By all means, therefore, you should this once fall 
down before the image. By doing so, the gain 
to-yourselves and countrymen will be incaleula- 
bly great.” 

Such would haye been the language of the 
expediency age in which we live, when men think 
it is almost a crime to be in advance of public 
sentiment, and that the man who is 80,18 a fan- 
atic, or an infidel, Shadrack, Meshack, and 
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Abednego, it might have been urged, would be 
guilty ofall, and might justly be reproached as 
the authors of all the calamities that might re- 
sult to the Jews by refusing to fall down on this 
occasion; so entirely destitute are most men of 
the claims of right principles, which are but the 
voice of God, to a correspondent right action. — 
Men seem to think that right principles are of 
no more binding force, under certain circum- 
stances, than the principles, if we may give them 
that name, of aspiring politicians who seek their 
own agerandizement, and care not who suffers, 
who is in prison, or who are crushed by oppres- 
sion, if they can only effect their own selfish 
purposes. 

These three Hebrews had planted their feet 
upon the rock of right principles; but they, as 
wise and understanding men, were not insensible 
to the probable consequences of their refusal to 
worship the image, when Jooked at only as men 
of this world. They could foresee, as clearly as 
their opposers, that if God did not appear in 
some way for the defense of the cause of truth, 
beyond what mere human wisdom could discover, 
the most disastrous results must follow: and we 
have no evidence that these men had any assu- 
rance, beyond what was contained in the written 
word, that there should be any interposition to 
prevent the natural result of their refusal to com- 
ply, on that occasion. We ask then, was this 
nota most trying circumstance? And had they 
been actuated by human policy, or a time-sery- 
ing spirit, must they not have complied? How 
many, under the morality taught at the present 
day, would have stood erect? It is to be feared 
the number is few. The terror of losing some 
petty office, in church or state, is quite sufficient 
for multitudes of the present age, without any 
addition of other terrible consequences: they 
will bow and lick the dust to obtain or retain 
such office. Unhappy men! May the good Lord 
pity them, and teach them, before it is too late, 
that “he that findeth his life,’ by the sacrifice of 
. right principles, “shall lose it ;” while “he that 
- loseth his life,” in defence of those principles, 

“shall save it.” 

2d. The situation of these men was trying, 
from the consideration— 

That @ Law, or edict, was promulgated, 
requiring all to fall down and worship the 
image. - 

Nothing is more common than to hear it said 
that men cannot do a thing, because the law or 
church prohibits it: or, that we must do so, or 
so, because the law or creed requires it. Well, 
here is a case in point. A law requires these 
Hebrews, with others, to fall down and worship 
the image. Shall they presume to set them- 
selyes up in opposition to the law of the land! 
Might not their opposers ask them,—* Does not 
your religion teach you the duty of obeying 
magistrates ? . If you refuse to obey, on this oc- 
casion, will you not give the lie to the principles 
of your own religion ? and thereby bring it into 
contempt ® And, adds the time-serving policy, 
, ‘You will injure the cause you wish to advance.” 

It must be right,” the same policy continues, 


“to obey the laws of the land! We are not 
responsible for the laws, our rulers must an- 
swer for them ; and nothing can be more pre- 
posterous than for a few persons to think of go- 
ing in the face of the law! Itis the wildest 
fanaticism! So give up your folly and comply 
with the laws.” 

All this is plausible, and well calculated to 
inislead men who are governed by appearances 
rather than the truth or right principles. The 
men of whom we are discoursing, undoubtedly 
felt that the fact, that the law required them to 
fall down and worship the image, was a trying 
circumstance. Shall they not obey? To that 
inquiry we shall call your attentionin another 
part of this discourse. 

3d. The circumstances of these men were pe- 
culiarly trying from the consideration—-7'hat 
all around them comply with the mandate of the 
king. 

At the signal given, all the princes, governors, 
captains, judges, &c., fall down and worship the 
image—there was one united and universal 
prostration :—it was a full and strong expres- 
ston of “public sentiment.” Three men only 
are seen standing. These men have the “ pre- 
sumption” to act in opposition to the many !— 
Strange conduct this! At least, so would a 
time-serying spirit decide. It is not so easy a 
matter for men to be singular. There is a 
strong propensity to go with the multitude: 
and it requires more than an ordinary degree of 
fifmness to withstand the example of the many. 

All are prostrate on this occasion. There 
stand the three Hebrews alone. Imagine the 
ridicule that would be employed to shame them 
out of their “singularity.? We fancy we hear 
a Governor yonder,saying to his comrades around 
him, “ See those Hebrews standing up—I won- 
der if they are not ashamed to be so singular.” 
*“T wonder,” says another, “if they think they 
know more than everybody else?” “Ay,” ex- 
claims a third, “ they think they are wiser than 
all our great men—they have set themselves 
above our statesmen; yea, above our Doctors of 
Divinity,—those comparatively young men vain- 
ly think that they are going to set themselves 
up for reformers.” _ “I suspect,” eries a fourth, 
they will learn a lesson by and by when they 
feel the fire of yonder furnace kindle on them,— 
I guess they will find it not so desirable as they 
imagine to smell fire, or be martyrs.” “ For 
my part,” says a fifth, “I believe idolatry, in the 
abstract, is wrong; but under present eircum- 
stances it is right; at any rate, I have no no- 
tion of going in advance of public opinion, and 
think a man is perfectly fanatical that does it.” 
*Tam not so clear,” responds a sixth, “that 
falling down to an idol is wrong, for the Bible 
says, ‘an idol is nothing in the world, and sure- 
ly there can be no great harm, for the sake of 
keeping peace, and to prevent disturbance b 
setting ourselves up against public sentiment, 
for us just to fall down now, ‘this once,’ to that, 
which is, after all, nothing.” “Those men are 
foreigners,” cries a seventh, “and they have no 
business to meddle with our domestic institu- 
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tions; we have worshipped images for hundreds 
of years; it is a long established institution, and 
though it might have been wrong when first in- 
troduced, yet it is entailed upon us, and it would 
bring confusion, disorder and ruin to attempt to 
abolish it now.” 

Such we may suppose would be some of the 
language employed by those whose interest it 
was to sustain idolatry, or who had not moral 
courage enough to oppose public sentiment which 
was corrupt enough to sustain image worship, 
or creed worship. 

Men naturally feel much concern for their re- 
putation ; especially if they are now in posses- 
sion of a respectable character. They seem to 
dread nothing more than the loss of that honor 
they now enjoy. Hence, opposition to the most 
important reforms usually originates with men 
who love popular favor; nor will they move in 
any reform until it first becomes popular; and 
then, not so much for any right princtples or 
love to truth they possess as from a desire to re- 
tain that public favor which they now see must 
be lost if they longer stand aloof. To see men 
espouse a cause when the public sentiment of 
Church or State is against it, and that from a 
conviction that the cause is a righteous one, and 
truth demands their support, shows great moral 
courage; but it subjects its advocates to great 
reproach, and to be denounced as fanatics, fools, 
mad men, or infidels. Such reproach is trying 
to human nature; and it is not to be supposed 
that any sensible man would subject himself to 
it unless upon conviction that truth and faithful- 
ness to God required it of him. 

The reproach then these three Hebrews must 
endure for their extreme singularity cannot so 
easily be conceived of ;—to have a tolerable idea 
of it,a man must-be placed in a somewhat simi- 
lar situation, and that is not likely to take place, 
with most of us, ’till the standard of morality 
and loye for truth is raised much higher than 
what most teachers of religion, in the present 
age, have placed it. ” 

From the consideration of the reproach these 
men must endure by their refusal to fall down 
before the image, and their extreme singularity, 
must not their circumstances have been extreme- 
ly trying ? . ’ 

Not only were they subjected to scorn and 
ridicule, for their want of conformity to the 
general sentiments of those around, them, but— 

4th. They were terribly threatened with a 
most horrid mnpacion of public vengeance if 
they dared to dissent from the practice of the 
mighty men assembled on the occasion. _ 

“Whoso falleth not down and worshippeth 
shalt the same hour be cast into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace.” To be at once cast 
down from honorabie stations, and put to a most 
disgraceful, painful, and public death, was a 
trial of integrity, and honest adherence to truth 
and right principles, which few, perhaps, could 
have endured the thought of without having 
been overcome. Under the time-serving policy 
of our age, probably, most men would think 


they had_a sufficient. excuse, in such circum- 


stances, for seeming, at least, to fall down and 
worship the image. “Human policy would have 
said, “It is your duty to yourself, to your fami- 
ly, to your country, and to the church, to save 
your life. True, it is wrong in the abstract to 
worship an image, but under present circum- 
stances it is not only right, but ‘ Christianity 
enjoins’ it: yea, the ‘golden rule’ requires it.” 

Such is the language of the expediency, that 
has taken the place of the Bible, in these last 
times. 

5th. Another circumstance that served to 
make their situation peculiarly trying was the 
fact, that flattery was resorted to, to induce 
them to conuply. 

Many persons who have successfully resisted 
all other attempts to draw them aside from the 
path of duty, and firm adherence to right prin- 
ciples, have fallen before flattery. In fact, it re- 
quires much more moral courage and firmness 
to resist flattery than any other, or all other 
agencies: because flattery comes in the garment 
of a friend concerned for our reputation and wel- 
fare; and it seems ungrateful in us not to regard © 
the kind feelings and tender‘concern of those who 
take pains to let us know how much they es- 
teem us. Hence, it is much more difficult to re- 
sist the persuasions of apparent friends than the 
assaults of open enemies. 

Now look at the case before us, The king 
proposed that all the music should be repeated 
just to accommodate these three men. As much 
as to say, “ You are men of standing and worth; 
if you were mean men you should haye no such 
favor granted you; but men of your respecta- 
bility and importance in community, Lam ex- 
ceedingly desirous should maintain the high 
standing to which your merits entitle you ; now, 
therefore, I will give command and the musi¢ 
shall be repeated for you three; and certainly 
you cannot have so little regard for your repu- 
tation as to refuse to comply with the desire of 
your Sovereign, who has always shown you the 
greatest respect, and advanced you to the impor- 
tant offices in the empire that you now fill.” 

Who would not have given way under such 
circumstances, and found some excuse, for at 
least “this once,” in doing homage to theimage ? 
“The very peculiar state of the case,’ most 
would have concluded, “justifies us now in do- 
ing that, which, under other circumstances, 
would certainly be wrong: and then we mean 
by it no respect for the image at all, but design 
to secure a greater amount of good than we 
think can be secured in any other way, as mat- 
ters now stand. And besides we certainly are 
under great obligations to the king, for he has 
done us much important service, and we should 
show ourselves exceedingly wanting in gratitude 
not to do as he desires us now, especially as he 
has shown so much respect for us, and so much 
desire for our welfare.” 

Thus would the time-serving spirit of the pre- 
sent age, have reasoned, and come to the con- 
clusion, that, to persist in the refusal to pay, at 
least, an external homage to the golden image, 
situated as they were, would be folly and mad- 
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ness: nay, fanaticism of the worst character.— 
But thus did not the Hebrews reason. No, try- 
ing as their circumstances were they remain firm 


and unmoved, 
[To be Continued.) 


———1ar>>———_———— 


THE HARTFORD CONVENTION. 


—_— 


The discussion at that Convention, in June, 
has at last made its appearance, minus the last 
speech of Joseph Barker, which was never re- 
turned after the Report of it was sent to him. 
Why it was not we are not told. We have not 
had time yet to make our contrast between 
Joseph Barker the christian and Joseph Barker 
the deist, as the Report has but just come into 
‘our hands. It makes a book of about 370 pages 
12 mo., bound, with an Appendix of some dozen 
pages ; for which we paid 75 cents. The Appen- 
dix and Advertisements show what we have be- 
fore stated as our opinion, viz:—That that Con- 


the Bible and put up “Spirit Rapping.” The | 


latter object was not reached in the Convention ° 


because the former was not accomplished ; and so 
the Publishers make up the deficiency by giving 
a list of “anu the works devoted to SPIRITUAL- 
ism” ; alias, “ Spirit Rapping.” 

At theopening of that Convention, Henry C. 
Wrient, formerly a Congregational minister, af- 
ter that a Non-Resistent and Peace man, brought, 
forward the following resolution :— 


“ Resolved, That the Bible, in some parts of 
the Old and New Testaments, sanctions injustice, 
concubinage, prostitution, oppression, war, plun- 
der, and: wholesale murder ; and, therefore, the 
doctrines of the Bible, as a whole, are false, and 
injurious to the social and spiritual growth and 
perfection of man.” 


To the presentation of this resolution we 
spoke as follows, as reported: 


Mr. Georce Srorrs then arose and said: 

Mr. Chairman, when a court is in session, or 
opens its session, and a person is brought before 
that court charged with crime, it is important to 
understand at the outset by what law that per- 
son is to be convicted of crime. The Bibleis ar- 
raigned, charged with crimes, but we have not 
yet been told by what law the Bible is to be 
tried. Thisis a point I want our friends to de- 
fine. It certainly seems reasonable, that if any 
individual is to be tried on a charge, he should 
not only have the charges specified, but it should 
be specified against what law he has transgressed. 
What is the use of standing up and testifying 
against a man ten thousand: things, until you 
have told us by what law the charges are to be 
tried? Where is the law that proves that theft, 
and slavery, and lying, and murder are crimes ? 


Just let us have it. If that can be established by 
our friends, to the understanding of the audience, 
we are prepared to come and see whether the 
Bible is guilty of the crimes charged, or not; 
and-until that has been done, I maintain that 
every word that has been uttered here against 
the Bible, is without any force or weight; be- 
cause it has not been shown that the Bibie has 
transgressed any law. Ido not stand here to 
advocate and defend everything we find in our 
translation. I shall not stand here to defend the 
Bible against interpolations. You have charged 
the Bible with crimes. Point us to a clear law 
by which the Bible is to be tried, and we are rea- 
dy to defend it. (Applause). 


After these remarks, Mr. Wright said he 
would giveus “ the law ;” but to our mind it 
amounted to izward consctousness—nothing 
more; and we wished him to say that it was na- 


| tural religion, or the god of nature, if he was dis- 


posed todo so. Br. Turner followed Mr. Wright 
with a good speech, and then we again took the 


vention was got up with the design to put down | Btand, and. are reported to Gave spoken ase 


lows: 


Mr. Georce Srorrs—-The resolution brought 


| forward at the opening of this Convention ar- 


| it with certain crimes. 


raigned the Bible before some court, and charged 
I would again ask, if a 
person be brought before a court, charged with 


| crimes. if it is not right that the law should be 


defined by which he is to be tried---a law by 
which it can be judged whether he is a criminal 
or not? In reply to this question, my friend 
Mr. Wright, very prettily indeed, appeals to our 
feelings. “The law is planted in here (touching 
his breast)---in the constitution of our nature.” 
Is that the law by which the Bibieis to be tried, 
and its morality or irreligion to be tested? Is 
that the law by which this book is to be proved 
a wicked thing, or to be justified? Is the Bible 
to be tried by this law in our nature, which says 
that murder, theft, slavery, etc., are wrong? I 
understand that the position which my triend 
(Mr. Wright) has taken is, after all, that the 
Bible is to be tried by natural religion. 

Mr. Wricut---Yes, by natural religion. 

Mr. Srorrs---l ask you then to prove that 
God is possessed of a solitary moral perfection by 
natural religion. ‘ell me how, by natural reli- 
gion, you are going to demonstrate but that there 
are more than a million gods in the universe? I am 
glad that he has said that it was natural religion. 
We come now to the point---we have something 
tangible. It is natural religion by which we are 
to try the Bible. All that you-can prove by na- 
tural religion, with reference to supreme powers 
is, that there may be one God or many, and that 
the God or gods possess intelligence and power; 
and, for aught that you can know by natural re- 
ligion, this God or these gods, may have just the 
character which it has been contended by our op- 
ponents the God of the Bible possesses. Does 
natural religion teach you that God is good, 
when he suffers so much misery, and woe, and 
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war and slavery, and blood, and sickness, and 
death, filling graveyards with human beings 2 
Now, where is your good God? Do not touch 
the Bible---stand off from that---let revelation 
alone. Just take your natural religion, and you 
cannot prove that God is good ; and for ought 
you know, therefore, he is just such a character 
as sanctions war, slavery, polygamy,etc. I see 
no possibility of avoiding this conclusion, By 
natural religion how can you know but that it 
is right that God should destroy one class of 
‘men by another? How do you know that it is 
wrong for one nation to rise up against another 
nation, and to commit depredations and destroy 
one another by war? How do you know that it 
is wrong to practice polygamy? How do you 
know it is wrong for God himself to interfere 
with my rights as a man, having created me 2 
What does natural religion teach you about the 
animal creation ? 

See your neighbor take the calf and cut its 
throat before the eyes of its dam. She moans— 
she feels bad, don’t she? Ah, it is asin to take 
the calf and cut its throat-—-is it not? But na- 
tural religion says it is right---you want it to 
eat; but perhaps my friend Wright will say it 
is wrong. [Laughter.] Again a man finds a 
swarm of bees in a tree, and cutting down the 


tree, he takes the bees and puts them in his bee- | 


house, and tells them to work for him. They 
work all summer long; but finally the man 
comes along who says that he is the “slayehold- 
er,” and that he wants the honey. He lights his 
match of brimstone under them, destroys their 
life, and takes the honey. He is a robber! 
Does natural religion say so? Oh, no; but they 
are inferior tome. Indeed, sir, how inferior you 
are to God! How do you know but that the 
God that made you hasa right to command you 
to be slaughtered! Does natural religion tell 
you that he hasnot? No. The factis, that na- 
tural religion can prove nothing but that there 
is a God—whether one or many cannot be deter- 
mined---and that God possesses power and intel- 
ligence ; but cannot lead us one step farther in 
determining his character. Hence, I say, that 
the rule by which it is claimed that this Bible 
should be tried, is a defective one. and that the 
Bible cannot be tested by it. But perhaps I 
shall hear some one saying, You are not going to 
compare us to the lower and inferior animals ? 
But, sir, what are you but ananimal? I was 
glad to hear my friend Wright say, that if he did 
not have any brains, he would have no life; but 
take away his brains and he would be dead, just 
as dead as any other animal. Now, I ask, if 
natural religion allows us to enslave the lower 
animals---and a great portion of the community 
take their life out of mere sport---and if the law 
of natural religion were the same and unchange- 
able, if it would not condemn every man that 
takes the life of the meanest insect that crawls 
upon the earth? Our friends have been build- 
ing upon a foundation that has been laid for 
them by some theologians, that man has an im- 
mortal-soul---that he isa part of God. What- 
ever else may be charged upon the Bible, this can 


not. Man is only an animal till there is a devel- 
opment of moral powers by the application of 
amoral law. What,apart of God! Why, sir;. 
if man is a part of God, there is no such thing as 
sin; for sin being a departure from God—a 
violation of some law, there can be no such 
thing as sin, unless a man should deny himself, 
Man, a part of God! No, sir, that is an assump. 
tion of the human heart in its pride. They 
would be as gods. I maintain that man by his 
creation is only an animal of the highest order,, 
and: capable of higher development than any 
other animal ; but as to his having an immortal 
soul, there is no such thing taught in the Bible; 
therefore the Bible is clear of that charge, 
Whatever else they shall claim is taught by the 
Bible, it never taught that man is possessed of an 
immortal soul. [Cries of Hear, hear. } 

A great many complain because Adam should 
have been placed in a state of trial; but if he 
had not been, he never could have risen above the 
state of an animal, for holiness is not a creation 
but a development; therefore the conditions for 
such a development were absolutely necessary 
for the development of Adam---for enabling him 
to rise in the scale of being and to become a par- 
taker of the Divine nature, if faithful to his God. 
His very trial was, therefore, on the part of his. 
Creator, an act of mercy and of kindness. That 
trial was to develop the moral character of 
Adam, which if in harmony with God, was to 
entitle him to an endless existence; but he was 
informed that if it was not in harmony that he 
should surely die. When we inquire the meaning 
of death---what is it to die, we must answer, that 
it is to return back to that state from which man 
came. What, to be annihilated ? Yes, sir, to be 
annihilated. “ But,” says one, “ there is nothing 
that can be annihilated.” But lask if he who 
created cannot annthilate, if he will? Theonly 
question is in regard to his will. It is said that 
nothing can be annihilated ; but I ask the object- 
or if he means to say that God Himself can anni- 
hilate nothing? Do you not preach from day 
to day that God made all things out of nothing ; 
and yet do you deny that that Being who created 
all things out of nothingcan return them to that 
state of nothing---that is, to annihilate them ? 

Why, sir, I can annihilate some things. Bring 
mea glass globe. Can I not grind it to powder 
and annihilateit as aglobe? You say the par- 
ticles of matter remain. But does the globe as a 
globe remain? Manifestly it does not; it is an- 
nihilated. So man when annihilated will not 
exist as man, whatever becomes of the elements 
of which he was composed, 

Adam was told by the Creator that in case he 
did not obey the law given to him he should re~ 
turn to the dust from which he came. Now, sir, 
do you tell me that natural religion teaches a 
contrary doctrine--the doctrine of the immor- 
tality of the soul? Can natural religion point 
into the future world? If so, what means all the 
speculation among heathen philosophers about 
the immortality of the human soul ? I ask what’ 
does it mean. if natural religion can carry you to 
another world? No, sir, natural religion can do 
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no such thing. It remains for revelation to bring 
forward and develop a future world ; and if it re- 
mains for revelation to do it, it remains for that 
revelation to state the terms upon which the 
Creator will givé us a part in the future world. 
The Bible.bas been complained of on account 
of its teachings concerning women. 
to you, on the one side, passages telling the duties 


of the wife, but they read nothing prescribing | 


the dutiés of the husband. Paul commanded 
that husbands should love their wives as they 
love themselves. It is a dreadful thing for a 
woman to be loved by her husband as he loves 
himself! [Laughter]. I venture to say that 
there is not a woman of good sense in this house 
that will not risk the consequences, if she can 
get a husband that loves her as he loves himself. 

The old theological notion of there being in- 
fants in hell not a span long has been adverted to. 
Suppose we threw the Bible away and do not 


let a ray of its light shine upon us. and I ask | 


you where infants go when they die? They go 
down into the grave, don’t they? Then all the 
infants that die go into hell---your natural reli- 
gion hell [applause and laughter]; and you can 
not demonstrate by your natural religion but 
that every infant goes into hell. The infant 


comes into the world a suffering being, travels on | 


in pain and suffering, and drops into the grave. 


Now, where is your natural religion to comfort | 


you,? “Oh I guess it has a soul that goes off in 
progression.” “TI guess !” 
guess work, It is the Bible that brings to our 
view another state, and that by a resurrection 
through Jesus from the dead. 


The question in regard to the Bible is not, in 


fact, whether that Bible isa revelation, but it. 


is whether it is a faithful history of revelations 
and certain transactions connected with those re- 
velations; and therefore the whole question 
turns on the credibility of the Bible witnesses, 
and whatever charges you may bring against 
hireling priests. these witnesses are to bejudged 
in their testimony, according to the motives un- 
der which they may be reasonably supposed to 
‘ have acted; and if it appears that their whole 
course was one of self-sacrifice and pain—-that 
they jeoparded their very lives in giving their 
testimony, and nothing can be shown to the con- 
trary---then you must accept.them as credible 
witnesses. Further, when it is shown that this 
suffering and trial was foretold them by their 
beloved Master, there is no reason that can be 
given for supposing that they were designing 
men—men that would palm off on the world a 
falsehood. So if we go back to the Jewish 
priesthood---who may be considered as Bible 
witnesses---do we find them men of ‘selfishness ? 
Did they frame ,those laws? [turning to Mr, 
Wright. | 


Mr. Wricut—Yes. 
Mr. Srorrs---Let us see whether they were 
knayes or not. Is it any where evinced in these 


laws? Did they [the laws] reserve any portion 
of the land for the priests ? 


Mr. Waieut, interrupting Mr. Storrs, said--- 


They read | 


I guess it is all | 


| Tsrael 2 


They reserve to the priest one-tenth of all the 
other property. . 

Mr. Srorrs---Does it look like knavery,I say, 
to cut themselves off from all possessions in 
Yet the people were to give them only 
one-tenth of their crops, etc., and where was the 
law compelling the people to give it if they 
did not do it voluntarily ? 

Now, I say that the priests did not make the 
laws, and I call upon my friend Wright to prove 
that they did; and if they did, they made just 
such laws as knavish priests would not have 
made---they made a law to prevent their holding 
possessions in Israel. They made a law by 
which it was made a voluntary affair with the 
people to pay them one-tenth of their crops, ete., 
or not; and there was no law compelling them 
to pay this tithe. 

A Voice interrupting---The people were not 
to have any wine the next year in case they did 
not pay this tithe. 

Mr. Srorrs---I ask if the priests themselves 
caused that there should be no wine the next 
year, after the failure of the people to pay tithe, 
or did He who caused the herb of the field to 
grow, cause that there should be no wine ? 
Were you to give knavish priests now the 
power to make laws to regulate their own sala- 
ries,do you think they would exclude them- 
selves from having inheritances among the peo- 
ple, and not make any provision for compelling 
the people to pay tithes ? 

A Voice---No, they would pay more attention 
to their bread and butter. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Srorrs---No, indeed; but such was the 
fact in regard to the Jewish priesthood: they 
were excluded from having inheritance among 
the people, and there were no provisions made 
for enforcing the payment of tithes---there were 
no pains or :penalties to be inflicted on the peo- 
ple incase of their failure to pay. Now, IL ask, 
if such a code of laws gives any evidence of hav- 
ing been gotten up by a corrupt priesthood ? No; 
there is every evidence of the purity and good- 
ness of their motives. So with reference to the 
witnesses of the New Testament. You say of a 
corrupt priesthood now-a-days, that they keep 
a good look-out for their bread and butter; but 
they sacrificed all---being stoned, whipped, and 
imprisoned, and were assured by their Master 
that they should come to a violent death. They 
went out in the face of public opinion---against 


| a corrupt priesthood---against a corrupt worid, 


civil and ecclesiastical, with their lives in their 
hands, and proclaimed the great truths and 
facts of the New Testament. And what are 
these great facts? Why, the great fact—the so- 
lar beam of the New Testament, is a resurrection 
from the dead through our Lord Jesus Christ--- 
that God has given us eternal life, and that 
this life is in his Son, and not in ourselves, 
Amid all their trials these witnesses maintained 
their integrity to the end. But you say that 
Peter denied his Lord. and cursed and swore. 
Well, I suppose he was a little afraid of the face 
of clay, as we are sometimes ; and who can won- 
der at it, when we think that we are possessed ~ 
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of human nature which shrinks at suffering ? 
Why do you not tell us, that when Jesus turned 
and looked upon Peter, that he went out and 
wept bitterly ? Would it not answer your pur- 
pose? It would not, would it? [Applause.] 
Does the Bible any where say, that any man on 
earth is ever so good that he may not sin in the 
hour of temptation? No; if it did, this might 
be brought up as an excellent thing against the 
truth and inspiration of the Bible; but it goes 
on the very ground that we are liable to sin, and 
that God has promised that if we repent, and 
use those means or institutions which he has 
appointed, we may be forgiven our sins and re- 
stored to his favor. And so Peter did, and on 
the day of Pentecost the fear of man was taken 
away from him. He will not deny his Lord 
now: . 

“No, to be sure, but he will dissemble.” 

The flesh you see, which must be kept “under,” 
is the source of sin ; and in the hour of tempta- 
tion the best man may be led, in view of pain 
and suffering, to commit a sin, which, on reflec- 
tion, he would stand up strong against, if he has 
the principle of holiness in his heart; and this 
was the case of Peter. 

These witnesses went forward testifying to 
the truth, namely. that Jesus is the Son of God 
—that Jesus died—that God raised him from 
the dead—-that he ascended into heaven---that 
he is coming again to judge the world, and to 
give to his people eternal life. They preached 
Jesus and a resurrection from the dead, and they 
went forward in their testimony, faithful to the 
end ; and, mark you, they did not, as hypocrites 
and dissemblers do, conceal their sins. Dissem- 
blers and hypocrites do not tell theirsins. No, 
no, sir, they cover up their sins. The New Tes- 
tament witnesses did not cover up theirs, as is 
evinced by the very fact that we have a know- 
ledge of them; and that is another argument 
in favor of the credibility of the witnesses. All 
these witnesses testified to facts and truths 
which they promulgated to the world at the 
hazard of their lives. As we go forward in this 


Convention, I have much to say,if Iam permit- | 


ted to say it. [Cries of hear, hear, and applause. } 
We shall hereafter make extracts from the 
speeches of Br. Turner and ourself as we may 
find space in our columns. 
eer ——- 
THE SHELL IN DEATH’S JAWS: 


_OR, A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF A SERMON BY 
Luruer Lee. 


Br. Srorrs—Last Sunday evening I heard 
your old friend, Luther Lee, preach. His theme 
was, the Cross of Christ. 
of his discourse I was much pleased with; but 
when he came to the last---which was the value 
of the Cross to the dying pilgrim---he seemed to 
be in the fog. He said the Bible was full of ar- 
guments in favor of immortality, but he had not 
time to present them, and merely gave us a sum- 
mary of his belief, stating that he had no sym- 


The two first heads | 


nase ant ie 
pathy with the opposite sentiments, nor with 
those who believed the present age was near its 
close, or that the world was growing worse. He 
was very inconsistent, for he denounced the 
christianity of the day as an intemperate and 
slaveholding christianity, And yetit was to be 
the instrument in converting the world; and he 
did not know but that it would succeed within 
the next 150 years; although he acknowledged 
it had done but little in the past 1800 years. 
He presented a fine picture of the departure of 
the pilgrim. I may not remember his entire 
words, but very nearly so, He said—* Let us 
view the pilgrim on the banks of the Jordan of 
death, calm and serene he looks down into the 
dark waters and there beholds death with its 
jaws widely extended, just ready to receive him; 
he starts back at the prospect, but lo! the cross 
intervenes between those jaws and keeps them 
asunder, and the pilgrim steps calmly down 
between them, and there leaves this poor, frail, 
perishable tenement and in a moment is singing 
on the golden hills beyond Jordan.” We had 
not a word from him of the resurrection, and 
why should hesay any thing about it, for there 
seems no need of a resurrection, as the pilgrim 
only left his shedl in the monster’s jaws, and the 
next moment was exulting in an immortal state! 
It pained me to hear a man of his intelligence, 
running so widely opposite the Bible. He con- 
veyed to my mind the idea that the cross inter- 
vening between the jaws of death, prevented 
death from gaining the victory, and consequently 
the pilgrim did not die. I have no desire to 
misrepresent him, and think T have not; but I 
suppose he would totally object to my inference, 
but so his language struck me, and I cannot 
help it. J am sorry that some one who was ca- 
pable and willing to report the sermon to you, 
did not hear it, so that you might have had it.’ 


Br. Lee need not “start back” from such a 
fine opportunity of losing his shell in death’s 
jaws! No wonder he “said nothing of the re- 
surrection.” Of what use will it ever be to the 
“immortal soul,” “singing on the golden hill”? 

The “Review of Luther Lee, by Anthropos,”* 
should be more widely circulated; it is a most 
thorough refutation of his position on immortal- 
ity. It is a pamphlet of 122 pages, 18 mo. 
Price 15 cents, or fen copies for $1. 


+p 

Notices.—To Subscribers in Canapa the 
Bible Examiner, now Semi-monthly, will be 
$1, 25 for the year. 

Br. Moncrterr.—The Expositor for Dec. has 
not been received, but Br. Chittenden has loaned 
us his. : 

Br. Ham-—Christian Examiner for Dee. is 
received. 

Tracrs.—We are at present entirely out of 
all the Tracts in our catalogue, and cannot say 
when we shall have more, as they are a bill of 
expense to us rather than‘of income. Larger 
works are mostly wanted, and are snore impor- 
tant. 
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NEW YORK, JANUARY 1], 1854. 


_—> Pees, 


Tue Bisty Examiner for 1854 is commenced 
Semi. Monihly. Shall it be so continued ? © We 
trust it will; but the sum necessary to pay the 
actual expenses has not been more than half paid 
yet. Nevertheless, we have ventured to launch 
out twice per month, believing that the cause de- 
mands it, and that the friends will not leave us 
to labor alone. Through the blessing of God 
we trust those who love the truth, “ Life and 
Immortality only through Jesus Christ,” will 
find themselves abundantly able to sustain the 
Examiner, and all kindred publications. 

When the Examiner was first started, eleven 
years ago, it had not a single subscriber, and 
was published soledy at our expense. From 744 
to "47 the accasional issue continued, and a small 
amount was furnished by individuals for that 
object. In 47 it was issued monthly in guarto 
form ; in 48 it was changed to its present form 
and issued at 50 cents per year; but after two 
years it was found impossible to meet its ex- 
penses at that price; and'in ’50 it was advaneed 
to $1 per year by the general approval of its 
patrons. Still the list of subscribers did little 
more than pay the printer’s bill for 50 and ’51. 
Since that time there has been a steady increase 
of interest in the Examiner, but never enough 
paid in to meet the printer’s claim for a semi- 
monthly issue; nor is there near enough yet re- 
eeived to meet that claim for the year upon 
which we now enter ; even making no allowance 
for compensation for the Editor, who will now, 


necessarily, be more entirely confined to his la- | 


bor with the Examiner, and thus be cut off from 
the help he has received from friends when he 
visited abroad. Notwithstanding the prospect, 
pecuntarily, is against himself,he has determined 
to go on semi-monthly, relying upon friends 
abroad for a strong effort to increase the circu- 
lation of the paper; and he sincerely hopes that 
the effort will be made at once; so his mind 
shall be unincumbered with care in relation to 
the expenses of paper and printing. 

No subscription of less than one dollar will 
be received ; nor will that amount pay for any- 
thing boyond the present year. If, therefor Ok 
the subscriber does not choose to reeeive the 
numbers from the commencement of the volume, 
they are, nevertheless, his to dispose of as he may | 


| they should occupy. 


please. We print an even number at each issue, 
and confusion with loss, would be the result 
were we to break the volume by a subscriber’s 
not beginning with it. If he chooses to pay his 
dollar for a@ part only of the volume he ean do 
so. From this rule we cannot depart: nor can 
we, at present, offer a premium, for five dollars. 
If our list of subscribers comes up to a thousand, 
then we will give‘the premium of the sixth sub- 
seriber to those who send $5. 


This number of the Examiner may be sent 
to a few who have not paid for this year. If so, 
itis to solicit your subscription. You need not 
return it, as it will not be followed by another if 
we do not hear from you; but we hope you may 
feel inclined to help us on in our work. 

The Examiner bas one main object, which is 
expressed in our motto, viz :—No Immortality, 
nor Endless Life, except through Jesus Christ 
alone.” This object will be first and foremost, 
always. Other topics will find a reasonable 
spaee, the Editor being judge what ether topics 
shall enter, and the amount of room it is best 
There are various and 
conflicting views, in which brethren and friends 


| are interested, whieh we should not deem proper 


to admit into the Examiner because of the space 
they would necessarily occupy, and because they 
have no direct connection with the grand theme 
of our motto. Weshall, however, have more on 
general subjects than heretofore, provided the 
increasing interest on the Life Theme does not 
demand all the space added by the semi-month- 
ly issue. Cireumstances will guide us in that. 
matter. 


If an apostle could say—* Brethren, pray for 
us,” surely the Editor of the Examiner may do 
so: sensible as he is, that without the blessing 
and aid of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, he must fail to profit his readers, or se- 
cure life eternal for himself. He earnestly de- 
sires that he may ever, and on all occasions, 
breathe the spirit that was in our Divine Mas- 
ter and Lord, when he was upon earth; and that 
no provocation, whether from friends or foes, 
may ever be suffered to move him from that 
love to God and men which always shone in the 
life of Jesus Christ, our great example, high 
priest, life-giver and Lord. Therefore, “ pray 
for us :” and may those prayers'be reflected back. 
upon yourselves in rich blessings unto Life Eter- 
nal: so shall we rejoice together in the day when 
the Lord Jesus shall return from heaven, 
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New Yorx.—The Life-Theme is now dwelt 
upon in this city every Lord's day—morning 
and evening—at Mechanics’ Hall, 472 Broadway. 
Br. H. L. Hastings and ourself have preached 
there alternately for two months past.and truth 
is manifestly advancing. Many strangers are 
Seen in the meetings, and some interesting cases 
have already occurred, in which men, before 
skeptical, have been led to see truth in a light 
they never dreamed of; while some saints have 
been made glad by their emancipation from the 
horrible traditions of men. May the Lord con- 
tinue to bless and prosper this effort. 


Paterson, N. J.—Our brethren in that city 
are strong in the truth of life only through Jesus 
and the resurrection: and none the less so for 
the effort recently put forth by Mr. Landis, a 
Presbyterian minister there, to overthrow their 
faith. Weare right glad to get the ministry, 
called “orthodox,’’ roused up to oppose; for 
their opposition only reveals their weakness, 
and may ultimately be the means of their con- 
version to the truth. A public discussion will 
probably be had there, the present month, be- 
tween Mr. Landis and: Br. Hastings. 


PHILADELPHIA.—We visited that city the past 
month and spent one Sabbath with them. For 
near six months, every week, our brethren there 
have heid a discussion with any and all who 
chose.to oppose our views of immortality only 
through Christ. The interest so far from abat- 
ing has been constantly on the increase, so that 
their place of public meetings is often crowded 
to overflowing,and light is spreading in that city. 
Brs. Jacob Grim, Wm. Ashman, and Wm. 
Stuart, have been the principal speakers on our 
side of the question: all of them mechanics ; or 
' what arecalled “laymen.” Pity the “Priests” 
there would not come out and put to rout these 
hard-working brethren. It would give them 
the utmost pleasure to have a friendly conflict 
with that class of men who, professionally, are 
Theologians. The truth and God has made 
these brethren strong, so that they are able to 
defend the truth against all the opponents that 
can stand up. ° 

We had a short but profitable time in that 
city. . May our friends there keep the spirit of 
Jesus, and suffer no “ root of bitterness to spring 
up, and thereby many be defiled.” May 
every other consideration be lost sight of save 
that of the honor of God and life to men through 
Jesus Christ. 


PROVISIONARY COMMITTER. 


We have received the following letters from 
those engaged under the Prov. Com., in pro- 
claiming Life and Immortality only through 
Jesus Christ ‘alone. 


From Tuomas Garecrt. 
Orangeport, N. Y., 1853. 


Br. Storrs :—I labored during November in 
Somerset, Hartland, and Royalton, Niagara Co. 
My prospects for doing good never looked so 
bright as at present. I feel that God is in the - 
arrangement I have made with the Provisionary 
Committee, and my hourly prayer is, that my- 
self and fellow-laborers under its patronage, may 
be indeed and in truth soldiers of the cross.— 
Eld. Levi Hathaway, a venerable Christian min- 
ister, has been of great service to me; a man 
learned in the Scriptures, of sound judgment, 
and truly> devoted to God. I bless God there 
are a few such lights in the world. I have 
every reason to expect many of the Christians 
in this county will help sustain the truth. 

I have preached at Hartland Corners in reply 
to two lectures in favor of Universalism. Seve- 
ral became deeply interested ; saints and sinners 
wept. I donot know how it will end yet. The 
sheep are, I am sure, gathering around the great 
Shepherd. Thus I have hopes. O that God's 
people would be more faithful. I hope next 
month to see more turning to God and thus es- 
caping death. 

Yours, in hope of Immortality, 
T. GARBUTT. 


Since the foregoing was received the following 
has come to hand. 


Things look still brighter. I have received 
three more invitations to preach to Christian 
churches. I have three preachers now on my 
side, and only one against, and he is not dispos- 
ed to say much, as many of his church have said 
they believe man is mortal. . 

The Six Sermons are to work, Backsliders 
are coming up to the work of the Lord ; the Lord 
is with us of a truth. Isee it more every day. 
I think and pray that we shall have a good old- 
fashioned revival, so far as the work of the Spirit 
is concerned. Sinners look solemn as death.— 
May the Lord help. Bro. Storrs, hold fast. 

Yours in love, 
T. GARBUTT. 


——- 


From J. Brat. 
Auburn, Nov. 29, 1853. 


Br. Srorrs:—Since I left New York, three 
weeks ago, I have disposed of 225 of my work— 
‘Death not Life’—30 Bible vs. Tradition—40 
Pauline Theology, anda number of other works. 

I am more and more encouraged as to obtain- 
ing means to support those who are willing to 
preach the lifeand death doctrine, under the ap- 
pointment of the Provisionary Committee. 
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ewer res 
Where I have traveled, as yet, our plan for 
spreading truth, meets with about universal ap- 
probation, and brethren show it by subscribing. 
All see more and more plainly that we are using 
the best means to break the fetters of tradition 
from the churches. 

Since T left New York, the Ist-of Nov., I have 
visited Albany, Troy, Lansingburg, Waterford, 
Halfinpon, Oppenheim, Herkimer, Utica, Syra- 
euse, Oswego, Port Byron, and Auburn. My 
traveling expenses for the entire route have been 
but $7.75. Time forbids giving further par- 
ticulars at present. J. Buain. 


From C, F. Sweer. 
Dec. 2, 1853. 


Br, Storrs :—Since I saw you in Dansville, in 
Oct., [ have traveled over 400 miles with my 
horse and buggy, or on foot, making my travel- 
ing expenses small, (1,96). I have had some 
good meetings, and some opposition ; but none 
of these things move me. I have but*one work 
to do, and that is, to preach the word of life toa 
lost world. Iam encouraged to go on trusting 
in the Lord. Iam happy to be associated with 
devoted men whose object and aim is to pro- 
claim Jesus Christ as the life of the world.— 
Disunited with him we remain in a state of sin 
and death... ~ 

Thave sold all my books and wish you to 
send me a new supply. 

AS ever, yours, 
C. F. Sweer. 


We are sorry to announce that Br. C. M. 
Richmond, from his pecuniary circumstances, 
prior to his labors under the Proy. Com., has 
felt it necessary to engage in business that oc- 
cupies him during the week, and cannot travel 
much abroad. His connection with the Com- 
mittee has therefore ceased for the present, His 
residence is Peru, Ind. We hope the friends of 
the cause will call him out into the field all in 
their power. 

Br. J. S. White, also, has felt that he could 
not give all his time to labor under the Prov. 
Com,, and has concluded to work entirely on 
his own responsibility. Br. White is ready to 
preach the word of life to those who may need 
his services as he may have opportunity, and we 
hope he may be abundantly sustained; and we 


are satisfied he must be useful wherever he goes, 
- 9+ 


Prov. Com’s. Recrrprs anp ‘DispurseMents. 

Total Receipts, previously reported, $252.65 

Received since last report as follows : 

Friends in Orangeport, N.Y., by T. Garbutt, 6.50 
‘ is 


ig Somersett, “ 6,00 
Ag LeRaysville, Pa., by C. F. Sweet, 11,00 
23 Heetor, N. Y. «“ bo A175 
“jn small sums, fo % eas 
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A friend at Martin's Hill, N. ¥.. “ re 4.00 
¢ Lawrenceville, Pa.,  “ 1.00 
3 Manayunk, Pa., by Geo. Storrs, 5,00 
2 Buckland, Mass., by letter, 3,00 


Friends in various places, by Br, Blain, 12,00 
Albany $4; Halfmoon $3; Oswego $6; 
Syracuse $2; Herkimer and Utica $3. 
These are among the places where Br. 
Blain collected funds, and included in the 
above, or previous receipts from him. 
Friends in Williamsburg, N. Y., by 
R. T. Young, 2.00 


‘Total the past month, $64,50 


$317,15 


Total Receipts, 


| Total disbursements, previously rep’ted $276,85 


Paid since last Report, as follows: 


To Br. T. Garbutt, Ree $12.50 
“ C.T. Sweet, - = - 62, 65 
“J. Blain, - - - 6,00 

Total the past month, $71,15 
Total Disbursements, $348,00 
Treasury Overdrawn, $30,65 


HS —_—___— 


Exp. E. R. Pinyey’s article on the inquiry, 
“ What is the Soul?” wehave commenced in 
this number, and shall finish in the next. We 
have suggested to him objections, his answers to 
which will appear soon. ‘The novelty of his 
views should not lead us to slight his argument, 
which is certainly strongly fortified by Scripture. 
We have often asked our opponents the ques- 
tion, “ What is the Soul ?” and as often met with 
an evasive answer. They talk about its being 
“immaterial ;? and they might as well say it 
is nothing. Luther Lee once said, “it is thought;” 
but he gave no evidence except his own “say so ;” 


and all immortal-soulists are just as yague and 


indefinite, which shows they are entirely igno- 
rant as to its nature. “Thought” implies a 


thinker. What is it thinks? “The soul,” we 
are told! Well, what is the soul? “It is 
thought!” So, “thought” thinks! How very 


“immaterial” that must be! 'That’s logic, such 
as Paul speaks of when he says—‘ Beware lest 
any spoil you with vain philosophy after the 
tradition of'men,”’ &c. 

Whether Br. Pinney has given a more ra- 
tional and scriptual answer to the question our. 
readers can judge, when he is through. 

Br. Pinney is suffering amazingly under a 
fearful cancer of long standing, and will proba- 
bly soon “fall asleep.” May the Lord sustain 
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him in his last conflict, and bring him, through 
Jesus and the resurrection, to Life Eternal. 
HO ———_—_— 

Tue True Westeyan.—Is that paper “anni- 
hilated?” Tt made its exit from this city one 
year ago. Since that time we have not once 
Seen its face. We have several times sent the 
Examiner after it, with a “ Please Exchange,” 
but no tidings have ever returned from the Wes- 
leyan. Now we would be glad to know if it is 
sick, dead, or ANNIHILATED, or gone into the 
“ snirit land?” Perhaps nothing worse than 
the latter. Ifso, of course, it is too busy with 
phantasms to mind we material creatures.— 
Well, we suppose it can’t be helped, so farewell 
to it. 


By the way: we have invited the Christian 
Advocate and Journal—the Inquirer—and the 
Independent, of this city, to erchange; but 
they never show their faces to us. We have 
also sent each of them the Bible ys. Tradition, 
but they are mute as death about it, so far as 
wecan learn. What’s the matter, friends 7— 
We assure you the Examiner and Bible vs. Tra- 
dition areno ghosts. Perhaps they are too ma- 
terial for you: Very well—then they are the 
easier to be handled; for you will not have to 
“ beat the air.” After a number of invitations, 
Zion’s Herald commenced an exchange with us 
a short time since; but since our “ Dialogue” 
with “Rev. N. D. George,” last month, that pa- 
per has disappeared. What is the matter, 
friend Herald ? 


HO 


“He Dies Lice a Beast.’—We clip the fol- 
lowing from Zion’s Herald, the Methodist Epis- 
copal paper, Boston, Mass. If it had thought 
no man could “ die like a beast,” it seems strange 
it should admit such a sentiment into an organ 
of the M. E. Church. This item we found in 
one of the papers in which Rev. N. D. George 
labored to prove that “Materialism is Unscrip- 
tural.” But, here is a man that “dies like a 
beast!” He must be rather “material” then, 
we should think. What do you think about it, 
Br. Herald ? 

[fe dies like a beast who hath done no good 
while he lived.” Trueindeed! Go to his fune- 
ral: Nota tear is shed. Nota pain, or agrief, 
ora want has he relieved, and there is none to 
call him blessed. Think of it, ye time-servers 
—ye who seek for pleasure, ye who make self 
the centre of every thought and action. What 
an epitaph! ‘He died like a beast, for he did no 
good while he lived.’” 


Now, Br. Herald, we are right glad you see 
things so clearly. May light continue to shine 
on your path. 

Dr. Watts says, in one of his Hymns—* Like 
brutes they live, like brutes they die;” and it 
seems the Herald is inclined to the same view, 
notwithstanding the nine articles of Br. N. D. 
George to prove the contrary. Dr. Watts 
adds :— 


“ Like grass they flourish till thy breath 
Blast them in everlasting death.” 
Se 


Tue Heresy Hunrine.—The case of Pror. 
Maurice, dismissed from King’s College, Eng- 
land, for the fancied idea that he was heretical 
on endless torment, is exciting some attention.— 
The following item is from the London Daily 
Times. 

“Tn compliance with a special demand made 
by Mr. Maurice, Dr. Jelf has published the whole 
of the correspondence which passed between him- 
self and the Professor relative to the charge of 
unsoundness of doctrine which led to his recent 
dismissal. It appears that the correspondence 
commenced as far back as July 8, on which day 
Dr. Jelf addressed a letter to the Professor, in 
which he stated that his attention had been call- 
ed by high authority to the conclusion of the 
last of Mr. Maurice’s theological lectures, lately 
published, and proceeds as follows: ‘It is al- 
leged that you therein deny the eternity of fu- 
ture punishment. I have read the essay with 
attention, and confess that it appears to me to 
bear that interpretation ; at least, the impres- 
sion it gives seems to throw an atmosphere of 
doubt on the simple meaning of the word eternal; 
and to convey a general notion of ultimate salva- 
tion for all. I am, of course, most anxious to 
ascertain your real meaning. To this letter 
Mr. Maurice replied on the next day, stating 
that he believed in the doctrine of eternal 
punishment, or death, in that sense which seem- 
ed to him most consistent with the other uses of 
the word ‘eternal’ in the New Testament; but 
he does not believe in the doctrine in that sense 
which is given to it, in many popular discourses 
and theological treatises, and that he repudiates 
that sense as inconsistent with the Gospel. He 
adds: ‘'lo state my convictions on this subject 
was a duty which I felt that T owed to thou- 
sands of young Englishmen, whose faith in the 
redemption of Christ, even in the being of God, 
is at stake. I could not but tell them, because 
I believe it is true, that the statements which 
have led them to identify the God and Father of 
our Lord with the evil spirit, are not derived 
from the orthodox faith ; that they area strange 
product of Calvinism and Locke philosophy, and 
of the morbid consciousness of individuals.’ 
On the 14th of July, Dr. Jelf wrote to state that 
the Professor’s views filled him with the most 
intense alarm, and intimated that as the Rev. 
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gentleman’s were, he presumed, official ones, he 
should lay them before the clerical members of 
the Council, and if need be, before the Council 
itself. At length Dr. Jelf decided that the ulti- 
mate decision must pass into other hands than 
his own, and Mr, Maurice was removed fiom his 
Professorship, under circumstances with which 
our readers are already familiar.” 

Pror. Maurice has brought out one fact, that 
is, that the common teaching of eternal suffer- 
ings for men “identifies,” in the thinking mind, 
“ God with the evil spirit.’ Nothing could be 
spoken more truthfully. How long shall the 
blasphemy continue ? 

HH 
CATHOLICISM. 


This ism, like all other isms, once in a while 
shows the “cloven foot.” The Shepherd of the 
Valley, published under the eye and professing 
to speak with the approbation of the Catholic 
Bishop of St. Louis, delights in such intimations 
as these: 


“The Church, we admit, is of necessity in- | 
tolerant; that is, she does everything in her | 


power to check, as effectually as circumstances 


will admit, the progress of crime and error.— | 


Her intolerance follows necessarily from her 
claim to infallibility ; she alone has the right to be 


intolerant. Heresy she inserts in her catalogue | 


of mortal sins; she endures it when and where 
she must; but she hates it, and directs all her 
energy to effect its destruction. Jf the Catho- 
lics ever gain, which they surely will do, though 
at a distant day, an immense numerical ma- 


jority. religious freedom in this country is at | 


So we believe.’ 
* * 

“ We gain nothing by declaring so earnestly 
against the doctrine of civil punishment of spiri- 
tual crimes. Our enemies will not believe that 
we are better than our church, and—for her— 
her history is before them; they know what she 
sanctioned during the middle ages, what she did 
then; and does now where she can; they know, 
too, what they would do, were they in power ; 
they judge us by themselves, They can reason 


anend. So say our enemies. 
* * * 


besides, and when we say two and two, they will | 


add, make four, whatever we can do to stop 
them. Heresy is a mortal sin, kills the soul, 
and sends the entire man, body and soul, to hell ; 
it is, besides, a contagious disease, and affects the 
interests of unborn millions. Christian kings, 
believing this, will crush it in the shell. Chris- 
tian States, knowing this, will drive it from their 
bodies when they can.” 

“We will say, however, that we are not in fa- 
vor of roasting heretics, and that, if this sort of 


work is to be revived—though in our miserable | 


times it is quite impossible, since men have no 
belief which they care to propagate, or for 
which they dare endure—if persecution is to be 
renewed, we should rather be its victims than 


| that the soul of a man is the whole man. 


1 . 
its agents; but we are not, therefore, going to 


deny the facts of history, or to blame the Saints 
of God or the Pastors of the Church for what 
they have done and sanctioned. We say that 
the temporal punishment of heresy is a mere 
question of expediency; that Protestants do 
not persecute us here, simply because they have 
not the power ; and that where we abstain from 
persecuting them, they are well aware that it is 
merely because we cannot do so, or think that, 
by doing so, we should injure the cause that we 
wish to serve.” 


Such is the spirit of all sectarianism, wherever 
it is found. No worse in one class of men than 
another ; nor will it die till Christ the Restorer 
returns from heaven. 

Hr 
WHAT 18 THE SOL? 


BY ELD. E. R. PINNEY. 
“Mark ! the question is not, What is a Soul; 
but, What is the Soul. A soul is a being—a 
person. The term soul is used by Synecdoche 
(i. e.,a part taken to represent the whole) more 
frequently in the Scriptures.to represent the en- 
tire man, than inany other form. From whence 
many have inferred and thought, that the soul 
is the entire man. The idea is, to me, extreme- 
ly absurd, and equivalent to saying that man 
has no sonl. But the Scriptures affirm, 
that man is composed of body, soul, and spirit, 
(see 1 Thess. 5: 23,) which cannot be true if it 
takes the whole man to constitute the soul. 

We often use the head to represent the whole 
animal—the sail the whole vessel; to wit., 
‘There are 20 head of cattle passing ;’ ‘Ten sail 
have arrived in port.’ Now we might with as 
much propriety say, that the head is the whole 
animal, or the sail the whole vessel, as to affirm 
The 
person who should affirm it of the two former, 
would be considered a fit inmate of an asylum. 
And to affirm it of the latter, is contrary to fact, 
reason, common sense, and revelation. Take 
from man his soul, and there still remains his 
body and spirit. So also remove his spirit or 
breath, and the man remains entire body and 
soul. But to settle this point, where has God 
ever said the entire man is the soul? No such 
declaration can be found. 

The question returns upon us, What is the 
soul? There has been ‘no end of the making 
of books,’ filled with metaphysical disquisitions 
and vain speculations as to what constitutes the 
soul of man or the flesh. But the writers hay- 
ing trusted to their own wisdom, and to ‘vain 
philosophy’ instead of seeking wisdom from God, 
the result has been just what might have been 
expected—conclusions as various, and errors as 
numerous as the persons who have written.— — 
How astonishing it is, that men are so unwilling 
to seek knowledge from God--the only source 
of true wisdom, especially upon subjects con- 
cerning which we are necessarily dependent up- 
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on Him for all the light we can have. God 
made man, and madea soul for man. He knows 
of course what the soul of man is, and if He has 
revealed himself upon the subject, that revela- 
tion must settle all disputes, and establish the 
point. And here we would state, upon no sub- 
ject has God revealed himself more plainly and 
positively; and yet the mass are unwilling to 
receive it, but prefer holding on to their old tra- 
ditions, or building up new theories. Hence, 
the discrepancy of views, which can be account- 
ed for only from the fact, that God has revealed 
that in the last days the church would * heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and 
they shall turn away their ears from the 
sie shall be turned unto fables.” 2 Tim. 

In answering this question we do not propose 
going into a long labored argument, but present 
in a brief form the Bible view. As preliminary 
we would remark, that the legitimate term for 
soul in the Old Testament, or Hebrew Scriptures, 
is Nephesh. There is no other term in the He- 
brew that is ever rendered soul except Nesme 
some 6 or 8 times. Nephesh is used nearly 700 
times, and is translated soul over 450 times. It 
is also rendered life some 150 times, for which 
there is n> authority but to accommodate the 
theology of these last days. The Hebrew term 
for life, living, &c., is Chayah. The correspond- 
ing Greek term for soul is Psuche—for life 
Zoee. The Hebrew term for spirit is Ruach.— 
The corresponding Greek term is Pnewma. Many 
confound the terms soul and spirit, using them 
interchangeably, or as synonymous; for which 
there is not the least authority. The term 
Ruach (spirit) is never rendered soul, nor is 
Nephesh (soul) ever rendered spirit. They are 
entirely dissimilar. 

The first time Nephesh is found in the Bible is 
in Gen. 1: 20, and it is rendered life. “ And 
God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly 
the moving creatures that hath Lire.” The 
word ‘ life’ has a reference to the margin which 
says, “ Heb. Nephesh. Heb. Soul.” Iam using 
the * Bernand’ Bible. In most Bibles the margin 
will read simply, ‘ Heb. Soul.” Here, then we 
have the acknowledgment of the 47 learned 
persons who made the present translation that 
the true rendering of Nephesh, and its meaning 
in the Hebrew is soul. To this agree all the 
Hebrew scholars whom I have consulted. The 
literal -rendering of this passage is, “ reptile liy- 
ing soul.” It would have been more modest in 
our translators had they placed God’s word in 
the text, and their comments in the margin; and 
how much darkness in the mind of the English 
scholar would have been avoided. But I thank 
God they were honest enough to give us the 
truth even in the margin, which enables us to 
correct their errors. In the next verse, (21st) 
the terms ‘ Nephesh Chayah,’ occurs, and is 
rendered ‘living creature; so also in the 24th 
verse, we have the same rendering. In verse 
30th it is rendered “life;” but .in the margin 
reads, “ Heb., a living soul.” In Gen 2:7, the 
same phrase occurs, applied to man, and is ren- 


dered, living soul; from which many argue that 
man has an immortal soul. But mark! we 
have already seen that the same terms, “nephesh 
chayah” (living soul) are applied to beasts, birds, 
and creeping things, four times before it is to man 
at all; besides the term in the Old Testament is 
never applied to man but once, whereas it is ap- 
plied to the animal creation twelve times, (if my 
memory serves me). So that if it proves man’s 
immortality, much more does it also the beasts. 
This fact accounts for the different renderings. 
They believed in the immortality of the soul ; 
hence, when the term nephesh was applied to 
the beasts of the sea, (in vs. 20 and 21,) they 
rendered it life,* creature, &c.; for had they ren- 
dered it soul, it would have made the beasts also 
immortal. 

In the New Testament, when speaking of the 
destruction of the beasts of the sea, they are 
termed living souls. See Rey. 16:3. “ And 
every LIVING SouL in the sea died.” Letit then 
be remembered, that we have the authority of 
the 47 translators of the English Bible—the in- 
spired commentary of the New Testament, as 
well as the Hebrew scholars of the present day, 
for rendering and reading the term nephesh 
“soul ;’ although it may be rendered in the text 
‘life.’ With these remarks we pass directly to 
the question, ‘* What is the soul ?” 

God permitted Noah, after the flood, to add to 
his food the flesh of beasts. In giving directions 
for eating it, he says: “But flesh with the ne- 
phesh (soul) thereof which Is tHE BLoop thereof 
shall ye not eat.” Here we have the declaration 
of God himself, that the blood is the soul. And 
it is not a forced construction ; no other can be 
put upon it, for it is a simple, plain declaration, 
as to the manner of eating meat; given in the 
most literal terms. In the next verse (5th) the 
terms blood and soul are used interchangeably 
as follows: “ And surely your BLoop of your 
lives will I require; at the hand of every beast 
will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the 
hand of every man’s brother will I require the 
nephesh (soul) of man.” Wherefore is added 
(v. 6th) “ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed.” 

The same instruction for cating flesh is given 
in Deut. 12: 23. “Only Be surE that thou eat 
not the blood: for ruz BLOOD IS THE NEPHESH 
(soul), and thou mayest not eat the nephesh 
(soul) with the flesh.” We find the same pro- 
hibition in the gospel, where the council of Apos- 
tles and Elders were called upon to settle the 
question of circumcision. They required that 


* J will give an instance or two illustrating the 
inconsistent and absurd renderings of Nephesh.— 
In Gen. 1: 20, they rendered it ‘life.’ Then to 
have been consistent they should have rendered it 
in the next verse ‘living life, instead of ‘living 
creature.’ Again, in v. 80, theyrender ‘ Nephesh 
chayah’ ‘life; then in 2: 7, where the same 
phrase occurs they should have rendered it, ‘ man 
became a life,’ instead of ‘man became a living 
soul,’ These examples show the inconsistencies 
into which men will be Jed who depart from the 
truth to accommodate a theory. 
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they “abstain from things strnagled, and from | 


blood, &c.” (Acts 15:29.) See also Lev. 3: 17; 
7: 26,27; 17:16, &., where we are taught that 
the penalty for eating blood was death. Query. 
Why this restriction laid upon eating blood, in 
both Testaments, with a penalty so severe 1— 
Because, says God, “it is the soux of all flesh,” 
and because, “ { have given it to you upon the 
altar to make an atonement for your persons.” 
The term soul here is used by synecdoche to 
represent the whole man, and may he rendered 
persons. ; 

Ley. 17: 18, 14, “ And whatsoever man there 
be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers 
that sojourn among you, which hunteth or 
catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten ; 
he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and 
cover it with dust.” And the reason follows. 
Mark! “For it is the nephesh (soul) of aL 
FLESH; the blood of it (the flesh) Is ror THE 
souL (nephesh) THEREor: therefore (for this 
reason) I said unto the children of Israel, ye 
shall not eat the blood of no manner of flesh ; 
for the nephesh (soul) of all flesh is the blood 
thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.” 

In this last verse we are not only twice told 
that “ the blood is the soul of all flesh,’ but in 
a third sentence, informed that it is given (i.e, 
created by God) expressly “FoR THE SOUL OF 
THE FLesH.”’ What can be more plain, explicit 
and positive than this testimony from the Scrip- 
tures? Six plain literal declarations that “THE 
BLOOD Is TH#® SOUL,” and given under circum- 
stances that positively forbid any other construc- 
tion. It is inconceivable how God could have 
revealed himself more intelligibly upon the 
point; and how astonishing that it could ever 
have been overlooked or misapprehended! And 
what an illustration of the truth of Paul’s pro- 
phecy, that “in the last days * * ¥* their 
ears shall be turned away from the truth and 
be turned unto fables.” 

The point being fully established that the 
blood is the soul, and so designed by the great 
Architect, we are prepared to draw conclusions 
with some degree of safety as to its attributes. 
Lused to say to my brethren when discussing 
these points, Tell me what the soul is, and then 
T can judge whether it is immaterial, immortal, 
&e., as well as you. It was this consideration, 
in connection with the fact, that God had used 
the term, in his revelation to man, more than 800 
times, thatled me to resolve on searching the 
Scriptures, until [found out what the soul was. 
For I could not believe God would use a term so 
many times, so important to know what it was 
in order to understand that revelation, without 


somewhere revealing plainly what it was. And 
thank God, my search was not in yain. I now 


haye no more doubt as to what part of me is my 
soul, than what part of me is my head or foot. 
The one is as plainly revealed as the other, and 
if God is not to be believed in the one case 
neither is he in the other, j 

From the above premises we conclude— 

Ist. That the soul is material, otherwise it 
could not be eaten. 
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2nd. Being material, and a part of the man 
which the “ Lord God formed out of the dust of 
the ground”—of “ the earth carthy,” it must in 
due time die and return to the dust from whence 
it came. Thus the Scriptures every where teach 
that the entire man, both soul and body dies.— 
Paul says, (1 Cor, 15: 44) “It is sown a natural 
body.” ‘The word here rendered ‘natural’ is 
Psuchikon, the adjective of the noun Psuche, 
the legitimate (and only) word for soud in the 
Greek ; hence literally rendered would be “sown 
(dies) a soulical body,” (i. e.,a body animated 
by blood). “It is raised a spiritual body,” (i. 
e.,a body animated by spirit). This will enable 
us to understand y. 50th, in which he says— 
* Flesh and blood (i. e., flesh animated by blood) 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God;” and the 


reason follows immediately, “ neither doth cor- 


ruption inherit incorruption.” Our inheritance is 
to be incorruptible; [see 1 Pet. 1: 4] hence, in- 


stead of having a body animated by biood, which ~ 


is corruptible and mortal, we must have a spiri- 
tual body—be born again, incorruptible. Christ 
was “ put to death in the flesh, but quickened by 
the spirit,’’ [1 Pet. 3: 18] and God has promised 
to quicken our mortal bodies by the same spirit 
that raised Christ from. the dead, Rom. 8: Lim 
whereby we are fitted to inherit the incorruptible 
kingdom. Christ’s soul died—He m:ade-“ his 
soul an offering for sin.’ “He poured out his 
soul unto death.” Isa. 53: 10, 12. Body and 
soul both went into the grave—Ps, 16: 10,com- 
pared with Acts 2: 31—and was redeemed from 
the power of the grave, that is, death, Ps. 49: 
15—which could not have been unless the soul 
had first died. Hence, 

ord. The soul is not immortal, for whatever 
is immortal cannot die. 

‘4th. Consequently is not capable of existence 
or consciousness out from and independent of 
the body. 

5th. Then all theories built upon the hy pothe- 
sis of the soul’s immortality, immateriality, and 
conscious existence, independent of the body, are 
fables, and not according to truth. 

[To be Continued] 
+< >> 
From A. N. Seymour. 


Addison, Mich. 

Br. Srorrs.—Through the goodness of God 
I am still permitted to hold up from time to 
time the glorious and sublime theme of Eternal 
Life and its attending realities through Jesus 
Christ alone. And if there is any consolation 
to be enjoyed. I enjoy it when Lam holding up 
the truth which we have been called to embrace 
—and which shines so gloriously around our 
pathway. For your encouragement, and that 
of others of like precious faith, I would say that 
the cause is assuming a very favorable aspect in 
this vicinity, which is a new field of labor, We 
came here early last spring, and have done 
what we could to extend the knowledge of the 
life theme in connection with other subjects. 
We are satisfied that our labor has not been in 


| vain; for a goodly number have become settled 
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in the truth of no immortality out of Christ, and 
also in the faith generally ; among whom are 
some talented men, capable of defending the 
truth with any one; viz., Br. Nelson Green, a 
member of the M. KW. Church, and for two or 
three years a member of the legislature: also, a 
By. Sandford, formerly connected with the Me- 
thodist Church, but latterly with the Christians. 
He improves in public and has done so fora 
number of years past. He loves the truth 
dearly, and his conversion to the life theme has 
wrought a most glorious change in his affections. 
He can now see beauty, harmony, sublimity, and 
loveliness in the character of God which cause 
him to love him with much more ardor than he 
did while believing that God would hold count- 
less millions of human beings in liquid fire, and 
there wreak his vengeance on them by torturing 
them eternally. In connexion with these is a 
Br. Stone, a professor and principal teacher in a 
chartered institution about three miles from us. 
Lr. Stone is an able man in argument---some- 
times speaks in public. As ministers of differ- 
ent denominations come tothe institution to 
preach he takes the opportunity of correcting 
them when they wander from the truth. I sold 
him the Bible ys. Tradition ; he read it through, 
copiparing it with the original—he values it 
highiy, and recommends it as an excellent work. 
My Brother, the cause which we are sustaining 
lam perfectly satisfied is of the Lord, and pros- 
per it must and will ; though wave after wave of 
Opposition may dash against and threaten to 
overwhelm us, yet we shall arise by the help of 
Gud and overthrow the greatest and most perni- 
cious of heathenish errors——the doctrine of the 
Immortality of the soul: and when that falls in 
the minds of men they must build on Christ for 
salvation or perish. 


SP 
From M. BarcHe.or. 
Pownal, Vt. 

Br. Sroras.—-I rejoice that in these last days 
I have learned to read God’s precious will as he 
has given it unto us. Formerly we thought 
about all of it must be spiritualized. It was 
spiritual life, spiritual death, spiritnal tree of 
life, and spiritual heaven. But when | take 
the Bible to read, and feel I have a true his- 
tory of what has been and what shall be, 
how plain it is. It begins with man on earth, 
and all pronounced good, Sin entered, and 
death and loss of earth followed. Christ brought 
life and immortality to light, and offers it to 
man with the promises that he shall inherit the 
earth. Andas I read the precious book of God 
to the end, there 1 see earth restored from its 
curse, man risen up, and under Christ takes 
possession of the kingdom and dominion under 
the whole heavens. Now, if the future is to be 
understood figurative, the past history must be 
also figurative; but a sane mind can not thus 
inierpret the past history, Then as certainly as 
there is a heaven for the saints in the promise it 
has an earth toit. Then if life, immortally on 
earth restored, is the christian’s portion, as pro- 


AMINER. 16 


‘mised in the gospel, those that reject the gospel 
will have neither life nor place after the judginent. 
Thus Psalm 52: 5, will be literally fulfilled, 
with a host of others of the same class' From 
this eonclasion I arrive at another, that is, there 
will be a time when sin and suflering will cease in 
all the vast universe of God. Amen. ‘Then sin- 
ners will not be, as John Brown said in his cate- 
chism—“ cursing, roaring, and blaspheming God 
for all eternity.” (Horrible!) The plan of God, 
when completed, will destroy al] that makes dis- 
cord; then all his works shall praise him. With 
this view of things, how can we help praying, 
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.” . I do rejoice that we are so near 
the opening scenes, when Jesus the restorer will 


appear. Truly the signs are ominous. Even so 
come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
~<a — 


From W. H. Fernavp. 
Lawrence, Mass., Dec. 13, 1853. 

Br. Strorrs—! am pleased to learn that there 
is some prospect of the Exrs. seum-monthly vi- 
sits to this city, and you will find me a ready 
supporter of any such measure as is suggested 
in the last number of your paper. 

Tam reading “ The Conflict uf Ages,” By E. 
Beacuer. He certainly reasons well; and I can 
not see how it can be possibie for any, who en- 
tertain the popular notions concerning man, to 
avoid his conclusions. “ Bible vs. Tradition” 
will bea capital work to place in the hands of ag 
many as read the “ Conflict,” ke, What a pity 
that Mr. B. did not get on the right track. Mis 
logical power seemed equal to that of “Dobney.” 
And when I behold stars of such apparent mag- 
nitude, it is painful to be obliged to consider them 
of no more importance than a“ jack-o’-lantern.” 
Still, to those who know from whence they ori- 
ginated, the “ will-o’-the-wisp” is a valuable 
servant, since it indicates with the utmost cer- 
tainty the region of mist, mitre and corruption, 
(to all of which it is indebted for its Imminous 
appearance,) and kindly admonishes them if they 
would escape the danger of being swamped at 
last, to keep off a proper distance. But then it 
is to be lamented that there are those—and the 
number is by no means small—who will not be 
thus admonished; whd being highly pleased 
with the mellow light which eminates from this 
phantom of Mr. B.’s, will eagerly pursue it un- 
til grasping it, intent on making it their own, the 
light suddenly vanishes; when, finding them- 
selves in a dense wilderness and darkuess, thick. 
as the mire under their feet, every effort to 
escape iuvolyes them in more certain rain. At 
length, with jack-o’-lantern, they sink to rise no 
more. 

The possibility of such results ought to awaken 
in us a strong desire for the salvation of our 
fellow-men. 

The doctrines made prominent in the Exr. 
we think the best calculated to awaken an inter- 
est in the hearts of sinners for their salvation of 
any with which we are acquainted. And for this 
reason I desire it to be more widely circulated. 
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thorough cure for the natural immortality 
theory ; and shows beyond a reasonable doubt 
that Life and Immortality are the gift of God 
through Jesus Christ alone, and by the resur- 
rection at the last day. Price,75 cents. For 
$5, ten copies. Sent in all cases at the expense 
of the purchaser, except where $1 is sent for one 
copy, and the two double Examiners containing 
Ham’s Works, then we pay the postage. 


“THrotocy or Paty; or, The Christian 
Doctrine of Future Punishment as Taught in 
the Epistles of Paul ; by H. L. Hastings.” A 
pamphlet of 48 pages, 12 mo. Price, six cents 
single; or $4 per 100. It isa valuable and con- 
vineing work. Let it be put into the hands of 
every man and woman incity and country. 


“Lire anp Deatru; or, The Theology of the 
Bible in Relation to Human Immortality ; by 
Rey. J. Panton Ham,” Bristol, England. Also, 


“Pur GENERATIONS GATHERED AND GATHER- 
Inc; or, The Scripture Doctrine Concerning 
Man in Death,” by the same author. 

These works are each published in a double 
Examiner, with covers. Price, ten cents single 
copy: or $7 per hundred. Without charge to 
all Preachers who will read them. Let them 
continue to be scattered, 


“Deara nov Lire; or, The Theological Hell 
and Enaless Misery Disproved, by a Collection 
and Explanation of alt the Passages on Fu- 
ture Punishment ; also, The Metaphysical 
Arguments for the Immortality of the Wicked 
Exploded. By Jacob Blain, Baptist Minister, 
of Butialo, N. Y.” 

This is a pamphlet of 120 pages, 12 mo.; 
price 25 cents single; or $16 per 100. Many 
hundreds have been scattered. It is atwo-edged 
sword. Let it be sent into every corner of the 
land, 

“DiaLocues on Furure Punisument,” by 
Rev. Wm. Glen Moncrieff, Scotland. This 
work is calculated to interest and instruct on 
the subject of immortality. Many of them have 
been circulated in this country. It is a 12 mo. 
pamphlet of 60 pages, and has been sold at 15 
cents ; but we have concluded to reduce the 
price to ten cents single; and $6 per 100. We 
have just published a new edition. 

——\_——a > )>___——__ 


“THe Biste Srupent’s Concorpance; by 
which the English reader may be enabled 
readily to ascertain the literal meaning of any 
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Biste vs. Trapirion.—-Lhis work is a 


BIBLE EXAMINER. 


word in the sacred original; By Aaron Pick, 
Professor of Hebrew and Chaldee, from the 
University of Prague.” ° 

This work we have had occasion to speak of 
several times in the past few years. Though it 
is not all that we desire to help a mere English 
scholar, yet it is a most valuable ‘auxiliary in 
the study of the Old Testament Scriptures. It 
gives every word of the Hebrew Testament; 
first in the Hebrew letters, then the English 
name of each word, after which follows the 
literal sense of the word. Last of all is given 
every place, chapter and verse, where each word 
occurs. 

We mention this work now simply to say, 
that we found a few copies in Philadelphia lately, 
after having sought in vain for it in this city.— 
It costs near $10 when ordered of the import- 
ers; but we can furnish 3 or 4 copies at $5 per 
copy, if desired ; but the purchaser would have 
to pay the expense from Philadelphia to the 
place where it might be ordered. 

—_—_——_ he 

Hymn Boox.— After a suspense of six months, 
or more, we have just received the compilation 
of ymns published by J. Panton Ham, Bristol, 
England. It is the third copy Br. Ham has 
sent us——the two previous never having come to 
hand ; and the one now received has been just 
three months, to a day, on the way; but we are 
glad to get it at last. So far as we have: been 
able to examine it, we like it much. It is what 
a Hymn Book should be—made up of Praise 
mainly. We have not yet fully decided in the 
matter, but we are inclined to think we shall 
republish this book’ nearly entire. It contains 
about 300 Hymns, well chosen. Br. Ham says, 
“A portion of the Hymns have never before 
been published, having been written expressly 
for this collection ;” and he “feels that public 
thanks are due to the Rev. W. Glen Moncrieff, 
of Edinburg, for his kind aid in reviewing the 
hymns for the press, as well as for some poetical 
and Scriptural contributions to the work.” 

oH  ——__—_— : 

DEFERREN ARTICLES AND LETTERS.—We in- 
tended to have given a number of articles and 
letters in this number which are laid over, as we 
had filled up our columns before we were aware 
of it. Br. Grew and others shall find a place 
soon, and we will try to say less ourself next 
time, to give them room. The next Examiner 


| Will appear as near the 15th inst. as possible. 


